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Qepi CEO Mentors Daughters on the Job 
July 10, 2008—Deb Peters, Managing Principal and CEO for Qepi always encouraged her daughters to find their own career path, although all the while hoping their path may lead to the family business.  Both of her daughters went off to college and divided the household—Laura, 25, down to Indiana University in Bloomington, and Kim, 22, up to Purdue University in West Lafayette.  Each daughter pursued degrees in contrasting disciplines.  Laura chose marketing and Kim a technical degree in Geology; each studying a separate part of Peters’ responsibilities as owner of Qepi.  
Twelve years ago when Deb started Qepi, you could not drag her out of the field.  She loved being in the trenches and focusing on all the technical aspects of the environmental business.  Today, Peters works mostly in business development, marketing, and finance.  She encouraged Kim, who is out in the field most days as a staff geologist, to shadow her for a day to give her a feel for the other side of the business.  This gave Kim an insight that Peters wasn’t privy to early in her career.  
“I knew pretty early that I liked the science side of things, and still do.  I plan on getting my masters soon, but I am enjoying getting such a close look at how my work impacts all the other aspects of the business,” said Kim.    

After graduating from IU in 2005, Laura headed off to work for Music for All, and Indianapolis-based non-profit educational organization where she utilized her marketing background.  Although Qepi was always an option, Laura wanted to gain experience working in a different environment and for a boss she didn’t call “mom.”  When she felt a career change coming on, Qepi was in need of a website developer, and the timing seemed just right.    Website development and graphic design is what Laura is most passionate about, and moving from the music industry to environment challenges the dynamic and keeps her always coming up with new creative ideas.
“I have a unique experience with Qepi—as a weekend janitor back in the company’s early years, although I’m not sure how great my cleaning skills were as a teen, as a summer marketing intern during college, as a part-time webmaster and designer helping to transform Qepi’s logo in 2003, and now as a full-time member of the Qepi team,” said Laura.   

Deb Peters cannot believe that both of her daughters went off on their own paths, and somehow made it back to Qepi.  What is even more amazing is how Laura has the creative marketing side of her, while Kim has the unforgettable technical side of her.  Complete opposite interests and fields, but so obviously a part of their mom.  
“After 12 years in the business it is such as great feeling to have my daughters working at Qepi.  When Qepi was founded January 30, 1996, the girls and I would come to the office on nights and weekends and clean the office and now to see how they have grown up to be two outstanding professional women makes me proud to be their Mom," said Peters.  
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