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Qepi CEO Presents Guardian of Small Business Award 
October 16, 2008—Quality Environmental Professionals Inc. (Qepi) President Deborah E. Peters assisted in presenting the Guardian of Small Business Award to United States Senator Evan Bayh today at the sixth annual Job Fair, Job Training and Small Business Summit at the Indiana State Fairgrounds.  Barbara Quandt, Indiana State Director of the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB) is recognizing Bayh as a proponent of small business, and his voting record demonstrates that support.
Qepi was founded in 1996 as a woman-owned, small disadvantaged business enterprise, and also holds certification as an 8(a) firm for federal contracting. Qepi currently employs 32 professionals ranging from entry level to over 35 years of environmental, engineering, public relations, management and quality consulting experience. Qepi’s area of expertise includes full scale environmental investigation, risk assessment and services.  Our engineering services include chemical, mechanical, civil, transportation, infrastructure and permitting.  Our management consulting services include website development and maintenance, database management, community relations and expert opinion and testimony.  Qepi conducts work in the private sector for clients such as airports, schools, hospitals and law firms.  Qepi also has many municipalities as clients where brownfield redevelopment is their concentration.  The Federal Government is a recent addition to Qepi’s client list as they support many areas of the environmental needs for the United States Air Force and the National Guard.  Qepi also subcontracts to other companies through teaming relationships to support the United States Army Corps of Engineers. 
Qepi got its start with the help of the local Small Business Administration.  Obtaining an SBA loan was a deal breaker twelve years ago when Peters wanted to open the company in March 1996; the SBA used her house as collateral on the loan.  Today, after becoming certified as an 8(a) company, the SBA small business officers frequently promote Qepi on her behalf.   “The small business officers have been phenomenal on referring Qepi to other companies and agencies needing environmental engineering,” said Peters.  “It’s simple, we would not be where we are today without the SBA.”  
Peters, who acts as President and CEO, has recently taken a more involved role acting as Controller of Qepi.  “With the uncertainty of the economic climate, I have to stay active in protecting my employees,” Peters said.  “A small business like Qepi must make small changes that have a big impact to our bottom line to keep our employees.  I know that the SBA is willing to make changes, too.”  

The political climate has also forced Peters to stand up and take notice.  “It is not guaranteed that all lawmakers have the best interest of small business in mind when they vote yay or nay,” Peters said.  “But it is important that we as small business owners acknowledge those who understand the importance of small business in the American economy, like Senator Evan Bayh.”  
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