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Qepi Wins People’s Choice Award at Brownfields Conference 
May 9, 2008—Quality Environmental Professionals Inc. (Qepi) attended the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) Brownfields 2008 “Roadmap to Revitalization” Conference this spring in Detroit, Michigan.  The conference—which focuses on cleaning up and redeveloping abandoned, underutilized, and potentially contaminated properties—provided Qepi an arena to showcase high profile redevelopment projects.  
Nivas Vijay from Qepi, along with the Chris Harrell of the City of Indianapolis and Kyle Hendricks from the Indiana Brownfields Program, presented Accelerated Brownfield Redevelopment (Brownfields²):  Over the Ertel Hurdles.  In short, the City of Indianapolis completed its obligations promoting the large scale brownfield redevelopment of the former Ertel Manufacturing facility located in the urban core of Indianapolis, Indiana.  By leveraging a broad array of funding sources including: tax increment financing, redevelopment district bonds, state performance base tax credits and job training grants, and five individual state brownfield grants, the City was able to complete demolition, full site characterization, and soil remediation in four months.  This accelerated brownfield project prevented a move to a Greenfield space; where new jobs and associated investment trickle to unused land out of state.  

Over 260 presenters vied for three awards at the Brownfields Conference including Best Overall Poster, Best New Use Innovative Technology, and People’s Choice.  Qepi took home the People’s Choice award after receiving the majority of the votes of the over 6,000 attendants.  

“Reaching shovel-ready status in four months is not only phenomenal, but is becoming almost necessary to compete with the green spaces of today.  The Ertel project is an excellent model for how brownfield redevelopment must work to be successful,” commented Deb Peters, CEO and Managing Principal of Qepi.   
Click here to see a PDF of the poster.  
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